Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/20 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000606740003-7 


’jffiHC SE’afePEflBED. 

pajPASB 


THE BALTIMORE SUN 
5 June 1981 




\ 


i, K Washiagtoa ^ (Renter) -Two Romanian . 

‘ diplomats who- defected to the United 
•States have accused the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency' of* breaking promises to 
resettle them in this country in return for- 

1 giving secrets about Romania. : i v 

They are Nicolae Horodinca, 35, for- 
' merly third secretary sat- the Romanian 
Embassy in^Washington,.; and Nicola 
/ Traian, 32, who held the same rank at the 
(mission in Islamabad, Pakistan. 

* CIA spokesman Me Peterson said af- 
f ter lengthy high-level-consideration the 

agency decided not to-comment on the 
[charges. ■ . : , •• . 

Mr. Horodinca, Ids wife and 3-year-old 
son were given asylum in March, 1980, af- 
ter he drove into nearby Fort Belvoir, Va. 

- .His wife and son have since returned to 
Romania. '• 

Mr. Traian defected in November, 
1979,, with his wife and two children. His 
defection escaped- press, notice at that 
: time. '>•- N vUv ' •. • ‘r* 

The twmmen; now living in Northern- 
Virginia with new identities, laid out their 
/ complaints against the CIA in an inters 
? view with Reuter after they were told to 
; move out of apartments- furnished,, and 
!• paid for bytheCIA//r.i'.U/.A'‘[(-: A 'i ■ 
i • “They have squeezed me, used me and 
l dumped rae-^Mr. Traian ■: T 

fc Mr.. Trala^ also/ accused the-.CIA of 
> Ending ; his^wtf eunconsdous last Octo- 
ber in an attempt to scare 

don’t; wantAaiqrthingr/else. except; 

« what they promised— help to buy a bouse,' 1 

• areMeal?h y in5ttrance,life insurance,”he 
Ssaid. 

;V He; said CIA officials, had promised 
’ these benefits during/ six months of de- 
briefings, but other officials charged. with . 

: resettling him and his family subsequently 
; reneged on 

: Mr. Horodinca said the CIA"skinned” 
him of information, reduced promised fi- 
; nancial aid- and. did; not help him.-find 
* work. 

v (What prompted thietwb men to break 
. cover and seek out a reporter with their 
■ story .was a. telephone -call May. I* from 
Thomas La M 3 "" 3 , a CIA official Mr. La 
i Manna - told 11 Mr- Horodinca his - , “safe--: 
'.house” arrangement; a rented apartment,* 
would end May 31 and a CIA truck would ; 
(collect the agwicy’afumtti^^ew^^T- 


^-’Recounting. the ,: 8 a.m.- conversation, • 

; Mr. Horodinca said he slammed down the 

• phone and immediately called the Roma- 

:■ nian ambassador in Washington, Nicolae 
; Ionesco. Later that day he visited him Ur- 
l ask what' hisifate would be if he returned 
f home. '• - •. '• • • , •- 

,?A‘ “He could not say what would happen, 
^Mr.Horodinca said.. ...... • 

The former embassy official, who was 
responsible for congressional and- press < 

, relations, has since learned from the CIA S 
i and his family in Romania that he was 
[sentenced to death in absentia. He has 

• dropped the idea of going back.. 

j ’ Mr. Traian said be was the Romanian 

• intelligence agency station chief in Isla- ' 

\ mabad and had been in touch with U.S. of- 
‘ f icials for months before his defection. He 

said his background made returning to . 
Romania out ofthequesticn. c ■ -''.CC- •’(( 

- His wif ^Cristina, took a similar call a 
few hours later from Mr. La Manna’s - 
deputy. She asked; “What are we to do, go* 
live in the park?” The reply was “Buy a t 
tent and go live in the park,” her husband * 
said. r , ■ '* •< \a a . ;i*\ 

In the course ol repeated inquiries by a - 
reporter and congressional aides over the ; 
past month, the agency apparently dedd-r 
. ed to moderate its position on evicting the 1 
’ two defectort;^i' : .'’iia.'.'9 s'+'M 


?> <’Last Saturday a State Department off!-; 
. dal told Mr. Horodinca he: could stay in 



"Mh'Tralafi’s lawyer received a phonej 
( call from the CIA after months of waitings 
. and was told the ageccy wanted to see him . 

Mr. Traian said no reason was givens 
for the change ot heart , ’ ' i' : V*;. 

’ The mptn complaint of both men was? 

1 that after months of giving secrets and: 
f while they were learning new professions,' 

‘ CIA support was- barely above subsistence^ 
/.level ■: ( 7’* sS ?^| 

They said the agency cut off health and? 
; child education benefits despite their inavi 
\l®^toin^wthataBes.^.H(j:-^ 1- ^ijij 
*?- V Because nothing was ever put in writ-; 

ing, they’ felt at the mercy of their reset- 
itlement officer. 
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